The May 4th selection for the Wayne Public library°s Non-Fiction Book Discussion is
1959: The Year Everything Changed
By
fred M. Kaplan

Slate columnist Kaplan takes a contrarian view to the common wisdom that the '60s were the
source of the cultural shift from pre-WWII traditions to the individualistic, question-authority
world of today. In Kaplan's view, the watershed year in this transformation is 1959. He delves
into that year's cultural and political scene, citing Miles Davis and his revolutionary album Kind
of Blue; William Burroughs and his equally revolutionary novel, Naked Lunch; and the opening
of Frank Lloyd Wright's radically designed Guggenheim Museum in New York City as examples
of fundamental breaks with past conventions. Kaplan's case is cemented by three 1959 events
that he convincingly argues were catalysts for paradigm changes in relationships between men
and women (the pharmaceutical company Searle sought FDA approval for the birth control pill),
in how citizens view their government (the first American soldiers were killed in Vietnam) and
in communications and information transfer (the microchip was introduced to the world).
Kaplan doesn't quite convince that 1959 was the year when the shockwaves of the new ripped
the seams of daily life, but his writing is lively and filled with often funny anecdotes as he
examines some key elements in the transition from the mid to late 20th century.

"Kaplan's premise is certainly a good one. He's arguing that the real fulcrum of the 20th century

and beyond is not -- as many argue -- the 1960s, but the unsung '50s. Those who love the AMC

series "Mad Men," set just after the epochal year, will find much to love in Kaplan's book." (Los
Angeles Times, July 19, 2009)

The Non-Fiction Book Discussion Group meets at 10 A.M. in the Main Library on the first
Wednesday of every other month ( May 4, July 6, September 7 & November 2). Copies of the
books will be available at the Reference Desk at the Main Library one month prior to the
meeting. Questions? Contact Liam Wilkinson or Pat Padden: 973-694-4272, ext. 5506 or 5410.



