
From Here to Eternity 
B y James Jones 

 

Diamond Head, Hawaii, 1941.  Pvt. Robert 
E. Lee Prewitt is a champion welterweight 
and a fine bugler.  But when he refuses to 
join the company's boxing team, he gets 
"the treatment" that may break him or kill 
him.  First Sgt. Milton Anthony Warden 
knows how to soldier better than almost 
anyone, yet he's risking his career to have 
an affair with the commanding officer's 
wife.  Both Warden and Prewitt are bound 
by a common bond:  the Army is their heart 
and blood . . .and, possibly, their death. In 
this magnificent but brutal classic of a 
soldier's life, James Jones portrays the 
courage, violence and passions of men and 
women who live by unspoken codes and 
with unutterable despair. . .in the most 
important American novel to come out of 
World War II, a masterpiece that captures 
as no other the honor and savagery of men. 
 

Available at Preakness in Fiction  
 
 
 

Giant 
B y Edna Ferber 

 

This sweeping tale captures the essence of 
Texas on a staggering scale as it chronicles 
the life and times of cattleman Jordan 
"Bick" Benedict, his naive young society 
wife, Leslie, and three generations of land-
rich sons. A sensational story of power, 
love, cattle barons, and oil tycoons, Giant 
was the basis of the classic film starring 
James Dean, Elizabeth Taylor, and Rock 
Hudson. 

Available at Preakness in Fiction 
 
 
 

 

On the Beach 
By Nevil Shute 

 

Nevil Shute’s most powerful novel—a bestseller 
for decades after its 1957 publication—is an 
unforgettable vision of a post-apocalyptic world. 
After a nuclear World War III has destroyed most 
of the globe, the few remaining survivors in 
southern Australia await the radioactive cloud 
that is heading their way and bringing certain 
death to everyone in its path. Among them is an 
American submarine captain struggling to resist 
the knowledge that his wife and children in the 
United States must be dead. Then a faint Morse 
code signal is picked up, transmitting from 
somewhere near Seattle, and Captain Towers 
must lead his submarine crew on a bleak tour of 
the ruined world in a desperate search for signs 
of life. Both terrifying and intensely moving, On 
the Beach is a remarkably convincing portrait of 
how ordinary people might face the most 
unimaginable nightmare. 
 

Available at Wayne in Fiction 
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It was the 1950′s. Gas was 29¢ a 
gallon, cigarettes 25¢ a pack, a 
hospital stay was $35 a day. 
The Franklin National Bank in 
New York issued the first credit 
card, and the World’s first 
shopping mall in the U.S. was 
built. The First Grammy Awards 
happened, RCA’s Color 
Television sets hit the market, 

You can tell a lot about a 
person by the books they 
read. You can also tell a 
lot about a culture. In 
the 1950′s, here’s what 
America was reading. 

http://www.waynepubliclibrary.org/


 

The Ugly American 
By William J. Ldererer & 

Eugene L. Burdick 
 

First published in 1958, this book became a 
runaway national bestseller for its slashing 
exposé of American arrogance, 
incompetence, and corruption in Southeast 
Asia. Based on fact, the book's eye-opening 
stories and sketches drew a devastating 
picture of how the United States was losing 
the struggle with Communism in Asia. 
Combining gripping storytelling with an 
urgent call to action, the book prompted 
President Eisenhower to launch a study of our 
military aid program that led the way to 
much-needed reform. 

Available at Wayne in Fiction 
 

Andersonville 
By MacKinlay Kantor 

 

This searing Pulitzer Prize-winning book 
captures all the glory and shame of America's 
most tragic conflict in the vivid, crowded 
world of Andersonville, and the people who 
lived outside its barricades. Kantor's 
masterwork tells the heartbreaking story of 
the notorious Georgia prison where 50,000 
Northern soldiers suffered—and 14,000 died—
and of the people whose lives were changed 
by the grim camp where the best and the 
worst of the Civil War came together. Here is 
the savagery of the camp commandant, the 
deep compassion of a nearby planter and his 
gentle daughter, the merging of valor and 
viciousness within the stockade itself, and 
the day-to-day fight for survival among the 
cowards, cutthroats, innocents, and idealists 
thrown together by the brutal struggle 
between North and South. 

 

Available at Wayne in Fiction 

Bonjour, Tristesse 
By Françoise Sagan 

 

Endearing, self-absorbed, seventeen-year-old 
Cécile is the very essence of untroubled 
amorality. Freed from the stifling constraints 
of boarding school, she joins her father—a 
handsome, still-young widower with a 
wandering eye—for a carefree, two-month 
summer vacation in a beautiful villa outside of 
Paris with his latest mistress, Elsa. Cécile 
cherishes the free-spirited moments she and 
her father share, while plotting her own sexual 
adventures with a "tall and almost beautiful" 
law student. But the arrival of her late 
mother's best friend, Anne, intrudes upon a 
young girl's pleasures. And when a relationship 
begins to develop between the adults, Cécile 
and her lover set in motion a plan to keep 
them apart...with tragic, unexpected 
consequences.  
 

Available at Wayne in Fiction 
 

 
 

Exodus 
By Leon Uris 

 

Exodus is an international publishing 
phenomenon—the towering novel of the 
twentieth century's most dramatic geopolitical 
event. Leon Uris magnificently portrays the birth 
of a new nation in the midst of enemies—the 
beginning of an earthshaking struggle for power. 
Here is the tale that swept the world with its 
fury: the story of an American nurse, an Israeli 
freedom fighter caught up in a glorious, 
heartbreaking, triumphant era.  
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 
 

Lolita 
By Vladimir Nabokov 

 

When it was published in 1955, Lolita 
immediately became a cause célèbre because 
of the freedom and sophistication with which 
it handled the unusual erotic predilections of 
its protagonist. But Vladimir Nabokov's wise, 
ironic, elegant masterpiece owes its stature 
as one of the twentieth century's novels of 
record not to the controversy its material 
aroused but to its author's use of that 
material to tell a love story almost shocking 
in its beauty and tenderness.  
Awe and exhilaration—along with heartbreak 
and mordant wit—abound in this account of 
the aging Humbert Humbert's obsessive, 
devouring, and doomed passion for the 
nymphet Dolores Haze. Lolita is also the story 
of a hypercivilized European colliding with 
the cheerful barbarism of postwar America, 
but most of all, it is a meditation on love—
love as outrage and hallucination, madness 
and transformation. 
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 
and on Audio-Cassette at Wayne 

 
 

Peyton Place 
By Grace Metalious 

 

When Grace Metalious's debut novel about 
the dark underside of a small, respectable 
New England town was published in 1956, it 
quickly soared to the top of the bestseller 
lists. Contemporary readers of Peyton Place 
will be captivated by its vivid characters, 
earthy prose, and shocking incidents. 
Through her riveting, uninhibited narrative, 
Metalious skillfully exposes the intricate 
social anatomy of a small community, 
examining the lives of its people — their 
passions and vices, their ambitions and 
defeats, their passivity or violence, their 
secret hopes and kindnesses, their 
cohesiveness and rigidity, their struggles, and 
often their courage. 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 
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