Left Out in the Rain: Poems
By Gary Snyder
Inspired by the ancient Chinese proverb,
There’s nothing you can own that can t be
left out in the rain, this collection charts the
journeys of the poet from 1947 to 1985.

Readers will travel with Snyder from the
American West to the Far East. From
Berkeley to Kyoto, his imagery provides
insight into the natural world as well as the
human experience. With the span of a few
words, Snyder can reveal a universe and
then two pages later deftly handle a
villanelle. Sensual, sardonic, meditative,
epigrammatic, formalist whatever the tone or
structure, these poems all bear the indelible
stamp of a master. Always evocative, they
remind us why Snyder is one of our most
heralded and beloved contemporary poets.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction at 811.54 SNY

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
By Ken Kesey

Boisterous, ribald, and ultimately shattering,
this is the seminal novel of the 1960s that
has left an indelible mark on the literature of
our time. Here is the unforgettable story of a
mental ward and its inhabitants, especially
the tyrannical Big Nurse Ratched and Randle
Patrick McMurphy, the brawling, fun-loving
new inmate who resolves to oppose her. We
see the struggle through the eyes of Chief
Bromden, the seemingly mute half-Indian
patient who witnesses and understands
McMurphy's heroic attempt to do battle with
the awesome powers that keep them all
imprisoned.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction;
on Audio-CD & Audio-Cassette at Wayne

The Beat Book: poems and fiction of the

beat generation

By Anne Waldman
The Beat movement exploded into American
culture in the early 1950s with the force of
prophecy. Not just another literary school, it
was an artistic and social revolution. William S.
Burroughs proclaimed that the Beat writers
were “real architects of change. There is no
doubt that we're living in a freer America as a
result of the Beat literary movement, which is
an important part of the larger picture of
cultural and political change in this country
during the last forty years, when a four-letter
word couldn’t appear on the printed page and
minority rights were ridiculous.”

Anne Waldman, a renowned poet and longtime
friend of many of these writers, has gathered
in this volume a range of the best and most
exemplary writings of the Beat poets and
novelists. Selections from the Beat classics
appear, as well as more recent prose and
poetry demonstrating the continued vitality of
the Beat experiment. Included are short
biographies of the contributors, an extensive
bibliography of Beat literature, and a unique
guide to “Beat places” around the world

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction at 811.54 BEA
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..and everything is going to the beat - It's
the beat generation, it be-at, it's the beat to
keep, it's the beat of the heart, it's being
beat and down in the world and like old-
time lowdown and like in ancient
civilizations the slave boatmen rowing
galleys to a beat and servants spinning
pottery to a beat...

~Jack Kerouac

The only thing that can save the world is
the reclaiming of the awareness of the
world. That's what poetry does.

~Allen Linsberg

Rather, | think one should write, as nearly
as possible, as if he were the first person
on earth and was humbly and sincerely
putting on paper that which he saw and
experienced and loved and lost; what his
passing thoughts were and his sorrows
and desires.

~Neal Lassady


http://www.waynepubliclibrary.org/

I'M BORED--
I THINK I'LL

Cities of the Red Night
By William S. Burroughs
While young men wage war against an evil
empire of zealous mutants, the population
of this modern inferno is afflicted with the
epidemic of a radioactive virus.

A wanderer and a literary experimentalist,
William S. Burroughs is the Beat writer
who outlived most of his contemporaries to
become the literary symbol of a
dispossessed, rock n' roll mentality. His
rollercoaster existence made for good
semi-fictional reading, but he also
innovated the narrative form with his
fragmentary, brash style.

Available at Wayne in Fiction

Off the Road: my years with Cassady,

Kerouac, and Ginsberg
By Carolyn Cassady

Neal Cassady has been the subject of several
novels, poems, and songs, but he is probably

still best known as Dean Moriarty in
Kerouac's On the Road. This biography is an
expanded, more detailed, far superior
version of Carolyn Cassady's Heart Beat, the
memoir that served as the basis for John
Byrum's 1980 film of the same name.
Cassady is more expansive here. She
describes the complex, intense relationships
that developed between her husband,
Kerouac, and Ginsberg, and she analyzes
their effects on her marriage. Her writing is
sincere and engaging, full of pain and
struggle but also love.

Available at Wayne in Biography

A Far Rockaway of the Heart
By Lawrence Ferlinghetti

Nearly four decades after the publication of A
Coney lIsland of the Mind, Ferlinghetti offers this
companion, a bardic, blasphemous and
somewhat blissed-out wake-up call for 20th-
century America to find its lost soul. One of the
iconoclastic survivors of the Beat generation,
Ferlinghetti, who is approaching his 80th
birthday, serves up his first collection of new
poems since 1988's Wild Dreams of a New
Beginning. These 101 numbered poems, most
occupying a single page, burn through modern
America's absurdities and unrepentant historical
revision in a glorious rant against mediocrity,
greed, capitalism and boring poetry, with serious
riffs on painting and love.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction at 811 FER

Howl: Original Draft Facsimile, Transcript

and Variant Versions
By Allen Ginsberg

First published in 1956, Allen Ginsberg's Howl is
a prophetic masterpiece—an epic raging against
dehumanizing society that overcame censorship
trials and obscenity charges to become one of
the most widely read poems of the century. This
annotated version of Ginsberg's classic is the
poet's own re-creation of the revolutionary
work's composition process—as well as a
treasure trove of anecdotes, an intimate look at
the poet's writing techniques, and a veritable
social history of the 1950s.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction
at 811.54 GIN

Doors Wide Open: a beat love affair

in letters, 1957-1958

By Joyce Johnson & Jack Kerouac
On a blind date in Greenwich Village set up
by Allen Ginsberg, Joyce Johnson (then Joyce
Glassman) met Jack Kerouac in January
1957, nine months before he became famous
overnight with the publication of On the
Road. She was an adventurous, independent-
minded twenty-one-year-old; Kerouac was
already running on empty at thirty-five. This
unique book, containing the many letters the
two of them wrote to each other, reveals a
surprisingly tender side of Kerouac. It also
shares the vivid and unusual perspective of
what it meant to be young, Beat, and a
woman in the Cold War fifties. Reflecting on
those tumultuous years, Johnson seamlessly
interweaves letters and commentary,
bringing to life her love affair with one of
American letters' most fascinating and
enigmatic figures.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction
at 796.357 POS

The Rolling Stone Book of the Beats:
the Beat Generation and

American Culture

By Holly George-Warren (Editor)
"A celebration of Beat culture in words and
pictures,” this collection looks at the Beat
Generation's influence on popular art and
culture, especially rock'n'roll. The book is
organized into six parts: an opening section
documents the birth of the Beat Generation;
separate sections are devoted to Jack
Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and William
Burroughs; one section covers minor beat
writers; and a concluding section examines
the Beat Generation's legacy.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction
at 810-9005 ROL
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