
Up From Slavery:an Autobiography 
By Booker T. Washington 

 

Washington's memoir begins with his life as a slave 
on a plantation in western Virginia. Once he's freed, 
he looks for ways to gain knowledge, while also 
working in a coal mine and eventually as a house 
boy for a noted member of the white community. 
Later, he attends Hampton Institute where for the 
first time he is exposed to higher education and 
begins to develop his philosophy. The author then 
goes to Tuskegee Institute where he is first a 
teacher and later its president. Up from Slavery 
includes much of Washington's thinking on 
economic empowerment and the importance of 
education. Also included here is an 1895 speech he 
made at the International Exposition in Atlanta that 
turned him into a national figure and a role model. 
Washington's words continue to inspire many but 
also ruffle the feathers of those who follow the 
work of scholar W.E.B. Du Bois, who had a 
different view regarding the role of African 
Americans in society. 
 

Available at Wayne in Juvenile Fiction 
 

The Way Forward Is With 
a Broken Heart 
By Alice Walker 

 

In this book, Alice Walker gives us superb stories 
based on rich truths from her own experience. 
Imbued with Walker's wise philosophy and 
understanding of people, the spirit, sex and love, 
The Way Forward Is with a Broken Heart begins with 
a lyrical, autobiographical story of a marriage set in 
the violent and volatile Deep South during the early 
years of the civil rights movement. Walker goes on 
to imagine stories that grew out of the life following 
that marriage—a life, she writes, that was "marked 
by deep sea-changes and transitions." These 
provocative stories showcase Walker's hard-won 
knowledge of love of many kinds and of the 
relationships that shape our lives, as well as her 
infectious sense of humor and joy. Filled with 
wonder at the power of the life force and of the 
capacity of human beings to move through love and 
loss and healing to love again, this title is an 
enriching, passionate book by "a lavishly gifted 
writer" 

 

Available at Wayne in Biography 

Alex Haley’s Queen: the Story of 
an American Family 

By Alex Haley 
 

Now, from the author of Roots, comes Alex Haley's Queen - 
the saga of his father's family. Lovers of sweeping 
generational epics will find much to rejoice in here. Once 
again, this is a personal saga, but one played out against the 
broad canvas of American history. The story begins in 
Ireland, where Haley's white great-great-grandfather, James 
Jackson, Sr., is born. From there we travel with Jackson to 
Nashville, where he meets Andrew Jackson, the future 
president of the United States. The two men become 
business partners, and James Jackson makes his fortune. He 
establishes his grand plantation, The Forks of Cypress, in 
Alabama, while Andrew ascends to the White House, and 
the rumblings that will explode into the Civil War gather 
force. James's son Jass Jackson inherits the plantation just as 
the genteel, well-ordered antebellum world begins to 
crumble. His adolescent attraction to the beautiful and 
strong-willed slave named Easter blossoms into a powerful 
and lasting love, and from their passionate union comes 
Queen - the heroine of the tale, Alex Haley's grandmother. 
This is history at its most compelling - from the Irish sod to 
the settlement of the South; from the Trail of Tears to the 
battlefield at Manassas; from the agonies of slavery to the 
tribulations of freedom - all rendered with the eye for telling 
detail and the sense of historical significance that readers 
have come to expect of Haley. In this, his final book, Alex 
Haley has created a truly multicultural family saga, the 
capstone to one of the great, classic American stories. 
 

Available at Wayne in Fiction and in 
Biography at Preakness 
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Black history isn't 
all in the past.  

 
Everyone can do 

their part to 
ensure equality 
and harmony 

between all races. 
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I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
By Maya Angelou 

 

Famed poet and author Angelou casts a keen eye 
inward and bares her soul in a slim volume of 
personal essays. This collection is narrower in 
scope than Angelou's earlier book and the sense of 
racial pride is stronger, more compelling. But all of 
her opinions are deeply rooted and most are 
conveyed with a combination of humility, 
personable intelligence and wit. Like a modern-day 
Kahlil Gibran, Angelou offers insights on a wide 
range of topics-Africa, aging, self-reflection, 
independence and the importance of understanding 
both the historical truth of the African American 
experience and the art that truth inspired. Women 
are a recurrent topic, and in "A Song to Sensuality," 
she writes of the misconceptions the young (her 
younger self included) have of aging. "They Came to 
Stay" is a particularly inspirational piece paying 
homage to black women: "Precious jewels all." Even 
Oprah Winfrey (to whom the previous collection 
was dedicated) serves as subject matter and is 
likened to "the desperate traveler who teaches us 
the most profound lesson and affords us the most 
exquisite thrills." In her final essay, Angelou uses 
the story of the prodigal son to remind readers of 
the value of solitude: "In the silence we listen to 
ourselves. Then we ask questions of ourselves. We 
describe ourselves to ourselves, and in the quietude 
we may even hear the voice of God." 
 

Available at Wayne in Biography 
 

The Bluest Eye 
By Toni Morrison 

 

Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every 
day for beauty. Mocked by other children for the 
dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set her 
apart, she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair 
and blue eyes that she believes will allow her to 
finally fit in. Yet as her dream grows more fervent, 
her life slowly starts to disintegrate in the face of 
adversity and strife. A powerful examination of our 
obsession with beauty and conformity, Toni 
Morrison’s virtuosic first novel asks powerful 
questions about race, class, and gender with the 
subtlety and grace that have always characterized 
her writing. 
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 

The Invisible Man 
By Ralph Ellison 

 

Ralph Elllison's Invisible Man is a monumental novel, one that 
can well be called an epic of modern American Negro life. It is 
a strange story, in which many extraordinary things happen, 
some of them shocking and brutal, some of them pitiful and 
touching--yet always with elements of comedy and irony and 
burlesque that appear in unexpected places. It is a book that 
has a great deal to say and which is destined to have a great 
deal said about it. After a brief prologue, the story begins with 
a terrifying experience of the hero's high school days, moves 
quickly to the campus of a Southern Negro college and then to 
New York's Harlem, where most of the action takes place. 
The many people that the hero meets in the course of his 
wanderings are remarkably various, complex and significant. 
With them he becomes involved in an amazing series of 
adventures, in which he is sometimes befriended but more 
often deceived and betrayed--as much by himself and his own 
illusions as by the duplicity of the blindness of others. 
 

Available at Wayne in Fiction and at 
Preakness on Audio-Cassette 

 

 
 

The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes 
By Langston Hughes 

 

This is the most complete collection of Hughes's poems to 
date. Known for a few brilliant pieces, Hughes wrote many 
others-860 are here, and this after unpublished work and 
juvenalia were excluded. Quite a few are songs or what the 
editors appropriately term "doggerel." Works are in 
chronological order, except for two important books printed 
intact: Montage of a Dream Deferred and Ask you Mama: 12 
Moods for Jazz. A short preface, a time line of Hughes' life, and 
historical endnotes are also included. The time line is as moving 
as any of Hughes's poems; together, they document an 
intensely felt life of hardship and perseverance. Persecuted for 
his leftist politics as well as his skin color, Hughes just kept on 
writing. Beyond their relative merits-their rhymes, song 
rhythms, and sometimes dogmatic approach will not appeal to 
all-these poems are full of beauty, qualified joy, and sharp 
illustrations of African American life in our century. 
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness 
in Non-Fiction at 811 HUG 

 
 

Little Scarlet 
(Easy Rawlins Series #8) 

By Walter Mosley 
 

At the height of the riots that cripple LA in the 
summer of 1965, a white man is pulled from his car 
by a mob and escapes into a nearby apartment 
building. Soon afterward, a red-headed woman 
known as Little Scarlet is found dead in that 
apartment building--and the fleeing man is the 
obvious suspect. The police ask Easy Rawlins to 
investigate. What he finds is a killer whose rage, like 
that which burned the city for weeks, is intrinsically 
woven around race and passion. Rawlins's hunt for 
the killer will reveal a new city emerging from the 
ashes--and a new life for Easy and his friends.  
Mosley's lean and muscular vernacular captures the 
heat and the rhythm of Los Angeles' heart, where 
danger is the common currency of everyday life. 
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 
 

Their Eyes Were Watching God 
By Zora Neale Hurston 

 

This novel about a proud, independent black 
woman was first published in 1937 and generally 
dismissed by reviewers. It was out of print for 
nearly 30 years when the University of Illinois 
Press reissued it in 1978, at which time it was 
instantly embraced by the literary establishment 
as one of the greatest works in the canon of 
African-American fiction.  
Mesmerizing in its immediacy and haunting in its 
subtlety, Their Eyes Were Watching God tells the 
story of Janie Crawford—fair-skinned, long-
haired, dreamy woman—who comes of age 
expecting better treatment than what she gets 
from her three husbands and community. Then 
she meets Tea Cake, a younger man who 
captivates Janie's heart and spirit, and offers her 
the chance to relish life without being one man's 
mule or another man's adornment. 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 
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