
True Grit 
By Charles Portis 

 

Charles Portis has long been 
acclaimed as one of America's 
foremost comic writers. True Grit is 
his most famous novel—first 
published in 1968, and the basis 
for the movie of the same name 
starring John Wayne and now the 
film by the Coen brothers starring 
Jeff Bridges and Matt Damon. It 
tells the story of Mattie Ross, who 
is just fourteen years of age when 
a coward going by the name of 
Tom Chaney shoots her father 
down in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and 
robs him of his life, his horse, and 
$150 in cash money. Mattie leaves 
home to avenge her father's blood. 
With the one-eyed Rooster 
Cogburn, the meanest available 
U.S. Marshal, by her side, Mattie 
pursues the homicide into Indian 
Territory. True Grit is eccentric, 
cool, straight, and unflinching, like 
Mattie herself.  
 

Available at Wayne in Fiction 
 

 
 

Alice in Wonderland 
By Lewis Carroll 

 

When Alice tumbles down, down, down a 
rabbit-hole one hot summer's afternoon in 
pursuit of a White Rabbit she finds herself 
in Wonderland. And there begin the 
fantastical adventures that will see her 
experiencing extraordinary changes in size, 
swimming in a pool of her own tears and 
attending the very maddest of tea parties. 
For Wonderland is no ordinary place and 
the characters that populate it are quite 
unlike anybody young Alice has ever met 
before. In this imaginary land she 
encounters the savagely violent Queen, the 
Lachrymose Mock Turtle, the laconic 
Cheshire Cat and the hookah-smoking 
Caterpillar, each as surprising and 
outlandish as the next. Alice's adventures 
have made her the stuff of legend, the 
child heroine par excellence, and ensured 
that Carroll's book is the best loved and 
most widely read in children's literature.  
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Juvenile 
Fiction and Audio-CD 
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I made some mistakes in drama. I 
thought the drama was when the actors 
cried. But drama is when the audience 
cries.  
 

~ Frank Capra 
 

Going to the cinema is like returning to 
the womb; you sit there, still and 
meditative in the darkness, waiting for 
life to appear on the screen.  
 

~Federico Fellini 
 

François Truffaut defined a great movie 
as a perfect blend of truth and spectacle. 
Now it's become bifurcated. Studio films 
are all spectacle and no truth, and 
independent films are all truth and no 
spectacle. 
 

~ Howard Franklin 
 
 

http://www.waynepubliclibrary.org/


Ree Dolly's father has skipped bail on 
charges that he ran a crystal meth lab, 
and the Dollys will lose their house if he 
doesn't show up for his next court date. 
With two young brothers depending on 
her, 16-year-old Ree knows she has to 
bring her father back, dead or alive. 
Living in the harsh poverty of the 
Ozarks, Ree learns quickly that asking 
questions of the rough Dolly clan can be 
a fatal mistake. But, as an unsettling 
revelation lurks, Ree discovers 
unforeseen depths in herself and in a 
family network that protects its own at 
any cost. 

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction 

By Daniel Woodrell 
Winter’s Bone 

 

The Accidental Billionaires: 
the founding of Facebook; a tale of 
sex, money, genius, and betrayal 

By Ben Mezrich 
 

Best friends Eduardo Saverin and 
Mark Zuckerberg had spent many 
lonely nights looking for a way to 
stand out among Harvard 
University’s elite, competitive, and 
accomplished student body. Then, in 
2003, Zuckerberg hacked into 
Harvard’s computers, crashed  the 
campus network, almost got himself  
expelled, and was inspired to create 
Facebook, the social networking site 
that has since revolutionized 
communication around the world. 
With Saverin’s funding their tiny 
start-up went from dorm room to 
Silicon Valley. But conflicting ideas 
about Facebook’s future transformed 
the friends into enemies. Soon, the 
undergraduate exuberance that 
marked their collaboration turned 
into out-and-out warfare as it fell 
prey to the adult world of venture 
capitalists, big money, lawyers. 
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness 
in Non-Fiction; Call #: 338.7 Mez 

 
 

 
 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
By Aron Ralston 

 

For Aron Ralston, a 27-year-old 
mountaineer and outdoorsman, a walk 
into the remote Blue John Canyon was a 
chance to get a break from a winter of 
solo climbing Colorado's highest and 
toughest peaks. Eight miles from his 
truck, in a deep and narrow slot canyon, 
Aron was climbing down off a wedged 
boulder when the rock suddenly, and 
terrifyingly, came loose. Before he could 
get out of the way, the falling stone 
pinned his right hand and wrist against 
the canyon wall. And so began six days of 
hell for Aron Ralston. With scant water 
and little food, no jacket for the painfully 
cold nights, and the terrible knowledge 
that he'd told no one where he was 
headed, he found himself facing a 
lingering death -- trapped by an 800-
pound boulder 100 feet down in the 
bottom of a canyon. Using the video 
camera from his pack, Aron began 
recording his grateful good-byes to his 
family and friends, and documenting a 
last will and testament with the hope that 
someone would find it. The knowledge of 
their love kept Aron Ralston alive, until a 
divine inspiration on Thursday morning 
solved the riddle of the boulder. Aron 
then committed the most extreme act 
imaginable to save himself.  
 

Available at Wayne & Preakness 
In Biography 
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