Loop Group
By Larry McMurtry

Maggie is divorced, nearing 60, and still
gainfully self-employed on the fringes of the Los
Angeles movie industry. Following a
hysterectomy, she finds herself feeling low and
disengaged from her former self and others.
This particularly infuriates her three married
daughters, who have always been able to count
on Maggie's connection to them and her
generosity to their families. In short, it's midlife
crisis time, and something must be done.
Maggie teams up with her sexy but aging friend
Connie, and they light out on a cross-country
trip to Texas. They fling caution to the wind, rail
against growing older, and decry the loss of
their wild, gallivanting, man-cruising days.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction,
Large-Type, Audio-CD & Audio-Cassette

Sideways
By Rex Pickett

As best friends Miles and Jack leave Los
Angeles for Santa Ynez wine country in
preparation for Jack's impending nuptials, they
embark on a raucous, weeklong road trip that
allows Jack to contemplate his final days of
freedom and gives Miles—who has divorced his
wife, lost his money, and forgotten his passion
for life—a chance to reevaluate his life.

Available at Wayne in Large Type and Fiction

Nowhere is a Place
By Bernice McFadden

Sherry has struggled all her life to understand
who she is, where she comes from, and most
important, why her mother slapped her cheek
one summer afternoon. Like many family
histories, it is fractured and stubbornly
reluctant to reveal its secrets; but Sherry is
determined to know the full story. In just a few
days' time her extended family will gather for a
reunion, and Sherry sets off across the country
with her mother, Dumpling, to join them. What
Sherry and Dumpling find on their trip is far
more important than a scenic site here and
there—it is the assorted pieces of their family's
past. Pulled together, they reveal a history of
amazing survival and abundant joy.

Available at Wayne in Fiction

The Flying Troutmans
By Miriam Toews

The Troutman world is falling apart-again.
Mentally ill Min is bed-ridden and suffering
from paranoid delusions; her 15-year-old son,
Logan, is in trouble at school; and her 11-year-
old daughter, Thebes, is trying and failing to
hold it all together. Enter a reluctant and
clueless Aunt Hattie, recently dumped by her
boyfriend in the City of Light, and the stage is
set for this latest book by Toews. After the
suicidal Min is carried to the hospital, Hattie
decides to take the kids on a road trip across
the Canadian border into America to find the
children's AWOL father. The odyssey is laced
with moments of grief and dotted with the
quirky places, people, and incidents one might
expect to find on a circuitous journey through
the hinterlands of the vast American West.
Ultimately, the long road leads to the
beginning of healing and the faith and strength
to keep carrying on.

Available at Wayne Fiction
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Summer is
the time for ...

ROAD TRIPS!
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| never travel without my diary.
One should always have
something sensational to read
in the train.

~Oscar Wilde
The Importance of Being Earnest

The world is a book, and those
who do not travel, read only a

page.

Saint Augustine (354-430)
Roman religious figure


http://www.waynepubliclibrary.org/

Blue Highways

By William Least-Heat Moon
William Least Heat-Moon's journey into
America began with little more than the
need to put home behind him. At a turning
point in his life, he packed up a van he
called Ghost Dancing and escaped out of
himself and into the country. The people
and the places he discovered on his
roundabout 13,000-mile trip down the
back roads ("blue highways") and through
small, forgotten towns are unexpected,
sometimes mysterious, and full of the
spark and wonder of ordinary life. Robert
Penn Warren said, "He has a genius for
finding people who have not even found
themselves." The power of Heat-Moon's
writing and his delight in the overlooked
and the unexamined capture a sense of our
national destiny, the true American
experience.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Non-
Fiction & Wayne on Audio-CD at 917.3 HEA

Breathing Lessons
By Anne Tyler

Maggie and Ira Moran have been married for
twenty-eight years—and it shows: in their
quarrels, in their routines, in their ability to
tolerate with affection each other’s
eccentricities. Maggie, a kooky, lovable
meddler and an irrepressible optimist, wants
nothing more than to fix her son's broken
marriage. Ira is infuriatingly practical, a man
"who should have married Ann Landers." And
what begins as a day trip to a funeral
becomes an adventure in the unexpected. As
Maggie and Ira navigate the riotous twists
and turns, they intersect with an assorted
cast of eccentrics—and rediscover the magic
of the road called life and the joy of having
somebody next to you to share the ride . . .
bumps and all.

Available at Wayne in Fiction & on Audio-CD

Travels with Charley:

in search of America
By John Steinbeck

To hear the speech of the real America, to smell
the grass and the trees, to see the colors and
the light—these were John Steinbeck's goals as
he set out, at the age of fifty-eight, to
rediscover the country he had been writing
about for so many years. With Charley, his
French poodle, Steinbeck drives the interstates
and the country roads, dines with truckers,
encounters bears at Yellowstone and old friends
in San Francisco. And he reflects on the
American character, racial hostility, on a
particular form of American loneliness he finds
almost everywhere, and on the unexpected
kindness of strangers that is also a very real
part of our national identity.

Available at Wayne in Fiction & in
Non-Fiction at 917.4 STE

Cross country: fifteen years and
ninety thousand miles on the roads
and interstates of America with
Lewis and Clark, a lot of bad motels,
a moving van, Emily Post, Jack
Kerouac, my wife, my mother-in
law, two kids, and enough coffee to

Kill an elephant
By Robert Sullivan

The cross-country trip is the trip that often
whizzes past us on our way to quaint back roads
and scenic parks; it’s an America of long,
looping highways, strip malls, fast-food depots,
and road rage, but also one that is wide-open,
awe-inspiring, and heart-warmingly lonely.
Here, Sullivan, who has driven cross-country
more than two dozen times, recounts his
family’s annual summer migration from Oregon
to New York. His story of moving his family back
and forth from the East Coast to the West Coast
(and various other migrations), is replete with
all the minor disasters, humor, and wonderful
coincidences that characterize life on the road,
not to mention life.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction at 917.3 SUL

The Soul of Baseball: a road trip

through Buck O’Neill’s America
By Joe Posnanski

Posnanski, sports columnist for the Kansas
City Star, spent a year on the road with the
iconic Negro Leagues player and manager
Buck O'Neil (1911-2006), recording the
magnanimous 94-year-old's encounters with
scores of fans and his vast repertoire of
entertaining stories. O'Neil, the first African-
American to coach in the Major Leagues, was
a tireless spokesman for the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum in Kansas City. Posnanski
is at his best when recounting O'Neil's
baseball memories of the likes of legends
Satchel Paige, Willie Mays and Josh Gibson.
The author captures O'Neil's rhythmic voice
and often relays it in italicized verse, while
painting an uplifting portrait of a man who
was without bitterness despite long
experience with racial discrimination.

Available at Wayne in Non-Fiction
at 796.357 POS
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Horatio’s Drive: America’s

first road trip
By Dayton Duncan

In 1903, Horatio Nelson Jackson, a 31-year-
old doctor from Vermont, made a bet that he
could drive a car from San Francisco to New
York. At the time, there were only 150 miles
of paved roads in the U.S., many of them
east of the Mississippi. Most Americans had
never seen a car, never mind taken a ride in
one, and gas stations and road maps were
practically nonexistent. Nevertheless, the
intrepid Jackson (along with his mechanic
pal, Sewall Crocker, and, later, a goggles-
wearing bulldog named Bud) succeeded in
completing the nation's first cross-country
road trip in just over two months.

Available at Preakness on Audio-CD
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