Murder is My Racquet
By Otto Penzler

Mystery maven Penzler's latest all-original sports
anthology offers 14 mostly high-quality tales of the
underside of lawn tennis, the traditional game of
sometimes not so gentle men (and women).
There's something to suit every taste, from the
short and light (Daniel Stashower's "A Peach of a
Shot" and Kinky Friedman's "Tennis, Anyone!") to
grittier psychological stories (John Harvey's
"Promise" and Robert Leuci's "A Killer Overhead").
In Lisa Scottoline's amusing "Love Match," the
tennis-playing protagonist is just plain lucky to be in
the right place at the right time. Set in the South in
1948, Stephen Hunter's gripping "Stephen
Longacre's Greatest Match" provides a lesson in
race relations when a young white man, a ne'er-do-
well from a wealthy family, tries to redeem himself
by taking on a poor black man as his doubles
partner. Notable chiefly for its closing pun is David
Morrell's "Continental Grip," about the baffling
murder of a Sante Fe, N.Mex., tennis pro. Other
top-rank contributors include Lawrence Block,
James W. Hall, Peter Lovesey and Judith Kelman.
This tome is the perfect companion to have in the
bag for those rain delays at Wimbledon.

Available at Wayne in Fiction

Strangers on a Train
By Patricia Highsmith

The world of Patricia Highsmith has always been
filled with ordinary people, all of whom are capable
of very ordinary crimes. This theme was present
from the beginning, when her debut novel,
Strangers on a Train, galvanized the reading public.
Here we encounter Guy Haines and Charles
Anthony Bruno, passengers on the same train. But
while Guy is a successful architect in the midst of a
divorce, Bruno turns out to be a sadistic
psychopath who manipulates Guy into swapping
murders with him. “Some people are better off
dead,” Bruno remarks, “like your wife and my
father, for instance.” As Bruno carries out his
twisted plan, Guy is trapped in Highsmith’s
perilous world, where, under the right
circumstances, anybody is capable of murder.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction

Crooked Little Heart
By Anne Lamott

Rosie Ferguson, in the first bloom of young womanhood,
is obsessed with tournament tennis. Her mother is a
recovering alcoholic still grieving the death of her first
husband; her stepfather, a struggling writer, is wrestling
with his own demons. And now Rosie finds that her
athletic gifts, once a source of triumph and escape, place
her in peril, as a shadowy man who stalks her from the
bleachers seems to be developing an obsession of his
own.

Crooked Little Heart asks big questions in intimate ways:
What keeps a family together? What are the small
heartbreaks that tear at the fabric of our lives? What
happens to grief when it goes underground? And what
road must we walk with our flawed and crooked hearts?

Brilliantly written, inhabited by superbly realized
characters, funny and human and wonderfully suspenseful,
Crooked Little Heart is Anne Lamott writing at the peak of
her considerable powers.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction
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Life is like a game of tennis; the
player who serves well seldom
loses.

~ Anonymous

Love is nothing in tennis, but in life
it’s everything.
~ Anonymous

It's difficult for most people to
imagine the creative process in
tennis. Seemingly it's just an
athletic matter of hitting the ball
consistently well within the
boundaries of the court. That
analysis is just as specious as
thinking that the difficulty in
portraying King Lear on stage is
learning all the lines.

~ Virginia Wade


http://www.waynepubliclibrary.org/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/life_is_like_a_game_of_tennis-the_player_who/198425.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/life_is_like_a_game_of_tennis-the_player_who/198425.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/life_is_like_a_game_of_tennis-the_player_who/198425.html

Double Fault
By Lionel Shriver

"Love me, love my game" says twenty-three
year-old Willy Novinsky. Ever since she picked
up a racquet at the age of four, tennis has been
Willy's one love, until the day she meets Eric
Oberdorf. She's a middle-ranked professional
tennis player and he's a Princeton graduate who
took up playing tennis at the age of eighteen.
Low-ranked but untested, Eric, too, aims to
make his mark on the international tennis
circuit. Willy beholds compatibility spiced with
friendly rivalry, and discovers her first passion
outside a tennis court. They marry.

Married life starts well but animated shop talk
and blissful love-making soon give way to full-tilt
competition over who can rise to the top first.
In this captivating book, Shriver dissects the
hazards of a two-career relationship in this
brilliantly perceptive novel about the price both
men and women pay for prizing achievement
over love.

Available at Wayne in Fiction

The Tennis Party
By Madeleine Wickham

At their country estate, Patrick Chance and his
wife host a weekend tennis party of six (two
couples, plus a widower and his daughter) that
"comes to an unseemly end." Serving as a
catalyst for the debacle, the unprincipled Patrick
tries unsuccessfully to peddle a financial fund to
the superwealthy Charles Mobyn, then cons
Stephen Fairweather, a floundering doctoral
student, into mortgaging his home to make the
same investment. While the couples' children
amuse themselves with pony rides and
rehearsals for a play, the adults suffer a series of
personal revelations and crises. These stem not
only from Charles's self-serving schemes but
from the unexpected arrival of Charles's ex-
lover, Ella Harte, to whom Charles is still
attracted, as well as from an unexpected
financial threat. In this light, fast-paced novel ...
Wickham deftly shows at every turn that
matters may not be as they seem, but that one
truth can be relied upon: money corrupts.

Available at Wayne in Fiction

Drop Shot
By Harlan Coben

Valerie Simpson is a young female tennis star with a troubled
past who's now on the verge of a comeback and wants Myron
as her agent. Myron, who's also got the hottest young male
tennis star, Duane Richwood, primed to take his first grand
slam tournament, couldn't be happier. That is, until Valerie is
murdered in broad daylight at the U.S. Open and Myron's
number one client becomes the number one suspect.

Clearing Duane's name should be easy enough. Duane was
playing in a match at the time of Valerie's death. But why is his
phone number in Valerie's black book when he claims only to
have known her in passing? Why was she calling him from a
phone booth on the street? The police stop caring once they
pin the murder on a man known for having stalked Valerie and
seen talking to her moments before the murder. But Myron
isn't satisfied. It seems too clean for him.

The truth beneath the truth is not only dangerous, it's deadly.
And Myron may be the next victim.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in Fiction
ib ’

Choke
By Stuart Woods

Chuck Chandler has choked on more than one occasion--first
as a pro tennis player at Wimbledon, then as a womanizing
coach at posh tennis clubs around the country. Now at Key
Westis Old Racquet Club, Chuck gets involved with the
wrong married woman—the enticing Clare Carras, married to
an enigmatic older man—and soon he is in way over his head.
Enter Tommy Sculley, a retired New York homicide detective
who has just joined the Key West force, and his young green
partner, Daryl Haynes, who turns out to be smarter than he
looks. Up to their necks in an investigation of a bizarre
apparent homicide, the two detectives barely keep afloat in
murky waters. Events take them from the Florida Keys to Los
Angeles and back, as a plot emerges that involves not only the
dangerous Clare, but a furious West Coast mob boss
determined to get back what is his at any cost.

Available at Wayne & Preakness in
Large-Type and in Fiction

A Detective in Love
By H.R.F. Keating

British author H.R.F. Keating has long been
recognized for his willingness to experiment
with the conventions of detective fiction. A
number of his recent novels, for instance, have
addressed the motives and lifestyles of his
sleuths as much as they have crimes. He
continues that pattern with A Detective in Love, in
which Harriet Martens--the so-called Hard
Detective--is undone by her passion for a
colleague with whom she probes the slaying of
curvaceous teenage tennis star Bubbles Xingara.

The "Brit with a Hit," as Bubbles's American fans
know her, has been found on her Leven Vale
estate, stabbed through the throat. Due to this
victim's prominence and the shorthandedness of
the local police, Detective Superintendent
Martens is seconded from adjacent Birchester to
take charge of the case. Her best suspect may be
a "shambling mess of a man" given to exposing
himself. Other likely murderers include
Bubbles's secretary, a once-wealthy classmate
involved with the decedent's stepfather; a
French gangster whose affections Ms. Xingara
too publicly rebuffed; and a computer geek who
hoards Bubbles images from the Internet. As
weeks pass without a breakthrough, however,
Martens worries for her future with this
investigation as well as her ability to resist
Anselm Brent, a country constable of dubious
talent, who nonetheless makes the hardened
Harriet go all soft inside.

Available at Wayne in Fiction
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